[image: image1.wmf]

INSTRUCTIONS
Pg 1 of 2

Formboard with Removable Hands

1-03700-00

Description

The Formboard with Removable Hands comes with a gray plastic base, measuring 7"x 16" x 3/8".  Incised into the base are the shapes of a left hand and a right hand, each measuring about 5"x 5".  Two blocks, in the shapes of the left and right hands, are supplied.  The hand blocks are painted blue.  The tops of the blocks are smooth and the bottoms are textured, so that the child can tell which side is up.  When the "hands" are in place, each extends 1/4" above the top surface of the base.

Suggested Uses
1.  At first, the Formboard can be presented to the child as a kind of puzzle, with         two pieces to be taken out and replaced.  Help him or her to learn that each     
piece fits into only one of the two spaces.  For this purpose, the child should be 
taught that the textured side of each hand must always be on the bottom.

2.
If the child can observe visually, talk to him or her about colors and visual 
shape.  The child with little or no vision will probably need more time to realize 
that these pieces are like hands.  If he or she does not notice the resemblance 


after several contacts with the pieces, point out their likeness to hands (e.g., 


mention the five parts representative of fingers.)  Then, help the child see the 
similarity by putting his or her hands on top of the blocks.

3.
When the child is able to recognize what the two pieces represent, talk together 
about how they are different from, and like, real hands.  Concepts, such as 
feeling, function, composition, color, size (compared to the child's), odor, 
number of fingers, warmth, and so on, can be discussed.

4.
First awareness of left and right may begin through the child's learning these 
concepts in terms of his or her own hands and the puzzle hands.  Later, this 
understanding can be extended to other body parts, and then to other objects.
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5.
Other Suggestions:



A.  If possible, allow the child time for free play with this puzzle.  Encourage 


play with others -- all children can enjoy this material, whether or not 



they are visually handicapped.



B.  Help the child to expand his or her vocabulary.  Talk in simple, 




meaningful terms, and encourage the child to use these terms.



C.  If a child seems to have some useful vision, he or she should be 




prompted to examine the puzzle visually.  Holding things close to the 



eyes indicates visual interest and awareness on the child's part.  He or 



she should be encouraged to use this vision, however minimal.

Recommended Ages:

3-6 years of age

Related Products

The Formboard with Removable Hands can be used in conjunction with the pre-reading program, Touch and Tell, which is a series of three embossed books with print instructions.  The first two pages of Volume 1 contain embossed dot representations of left and right hands similar in size and shape to the puzzle hands.  The likes and differences of the embossed hands as compared to the puzzle hands can be discussed with the child, as well as how both representations relate to real hands.
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